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Abstract

This article focuses on Iran on account of the lack of sources, which study pottery rather than
focusing on other aspects, and to determine the reasons behind the emergence of pottery in Iran;
which varied mainly between cooking, clay constructions, and expression of symbolism and social
status. The reason for choosing this topic was determining whether pottery emerged in this region as

an external influence, or for local reasons, as well as determining the period in which the first pottery

appeared. Hence, this paper presents the sites with the oldest pottery in Iran until the sixth
millennium B.C., arranged chronologically from the earliest to the most recent.

The oldest pottery came from the Iranian Zagros region and northeastern Iran. In the Zagros
region, Tepe Ganj Dareh, Qale Rostam site, Tepe Rahmatabad, Tepe Guran and sareb Tepe were
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identified. In northeastern Iran, Tappeh Sang-e Chakhmaq and Tappeh Deh Kheir were identified. In
each of the Site, the archaeological finds that have been collected will be displayed, specifically
figurines and pottery vessels. The analysis of the sherds showed that the potter added non-plastic
temper, which is often plant material (straw). And the methods of forming vessels were also
observed, two shaping methods were identified, slab construction and coiling. Scientists were also
able to reconstruct the sherds to determine the shapes of pottery vessels, which varied between, jars,
cups, bowls, carinated bowls, among others. The surfaces of most of the discovered vessels were
also treatment was applied, which included paint, mostly red, and slipping, as well as nail
impressions and lattice, geometric and horizontal band decorations. The reasons for the emergence
of pottery in Iran were also indicated based on the pottery discovered at each site, and the uses of
pottery were also discussed according to the figurines and pottery vessels discovered in Iran sites.

Key words: Pottery, figurines, vessels, Neolithic Age, Iran
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