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Abstract

During the Third Intermediate Period and the Late Period, the ancient Egyptian faith experienced
many changes because of the political transformations in this turbulent period. From the
independent Egyptian rule to the Persian occupation and then to the rule of the Greeks and
Romans. Those transformations that the era witnessed and the increasing influence of the Greco-
Roman culture that accompanied it, did not prevent the flourishing of the Egyptian religion. The
gods during that era (1069-332 BC) played a large role and did not lose their importance, but
their influence increased and continued even during the reign of the Greeks and Romans, and the
Egyptians replaced their talk about kings with talking about gods, in many cases, because they
were not related to the foreign kings, who were ruling Egypt during this late period. Although
this period was characterized by turmoil and chaos and was going through successive steps of
collapse, the ancient Egyptian did not neglect the importance of happiness, achieving
contentment, holding on life and enjoying it. Rather, he increased his appreciation for it and tried
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as much as possible to benefit from the simplest things that might be granted to him, so he was
interested in giving the gods more so that they would give him peace, contentment and happiness
in return. Accordingly, this study aims to clarify some features of Egyptian religious thought of
the late period and deals with how the ancient Egyptians dealt with the gods to achieve the
desired happiness.

Keywords: Happiness, Joy, Contentment, Gods, Priests, Third Intermediate Period, Late
Period
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