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New High lights on the Inscription of Bolo Haouz Mosque in Bukhara Dated
1124 A.H/ 1712 A.D
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Abstract

Bukhara is one of the most important historical cities in Central Asia. It includes many
architectural institutions with several functions dated to different historical periods from the
Samanid Empire (261-395A.H/ 874-1004 A.D) to the late Astrakhan dynasty (1006-1157 A.D/
1597-1737A.D). Like the other buildings in Central Asia, those architectural institutions contain
religious and registering inscriptions, including foundation inscriptions, restoration and renewal
inscriptions, and waqf (endowment) inscriptions, suggesting the important role of reading and
analyzing the significant role of sultans and emirs in the political and social lives and their
relations with religious leaders. For instance, Bolo Haouz Mosque has a distinctive inscription
because it contains many titles that denote the political orientations of the Bukhara government
at the time. The inscription also shows the completion date of the construction. The study
explores that inscription in terms of form, content, and linking the content to contemporary
political circumstances and events.
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