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A rare Persian Qur’anic manuscript dated (1303 AH / 1886 AD) first

publishing, preserved at The Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo
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Abstract

Current Study aims to an archaeological and artistic study for a Holy Mus'haf manuscript
that was first published, Preserved in the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo (Under No. 18118), Its
importance and rarity is due to as one of the very small Qur’anic manuscripts that are difficult to
read with the naked eye. as its dimensions are (8 x 4.8 cm), Although, The very small size of this
manuscript, but the style of its technical output represented by its writing, ornamentation and
gilding were carried out with high precision, unparalleled artistic and decorative creativity
unique, as if it were a large manuscripts that The artist can handle it with easily and freely. that
indicates the creativity and skills that enjoyed by the Calligraphers and Artists of the Holy
Qur’anic manuscripts through the ages, no matter how Large or small the size of these
manuscripts.

At the end of this manuscript there is the signature of the calligrapher Mirza Muhammad
bin Muhammad Fasih, dated in 1303 AH / 1886 AD. And based on The name of this calligrapher
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and the date of writing, In addition to the artistic and decorative techniques within it, The study
attributed it to Persia (Iran) during the Qajar era.

This Study was divided into an Introduction and three main topics. The first topic dealt
with: the general description of this manuscript, The second topic: the descriptive study, the third
topic included: the comparative analytical study, Then the Conclusion and Results, References,
and the appendix of figures and plates.

Keywords: Manuscript, Mus'haf, Mirza Muhammad Fasih, The book arts, Persia, Qajar,
illumination, ornamentation, Gilding.
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