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Abstract

The two inscriptions under study are extremely important since they date the architecture
of one of the scattered facilities; Saray al-Helmiyya, which was mentioned in the writings of
historians but no remains of which have been traced. Therefore, these two inscriptions define
this serail and its history; and are preserved in the Citadel of Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi in Cairo,
consisting of two white marble inscriptions, the second of which dates back to 1264-1265 AH
/ 1848-1849 AD. Each inscription is divided into two panels on which the Thuluth script is
inscribed with salient engraving; and each one of them consists of several lines in the
Ottoman Turkish language, split into two halves, each of which includes a poetic line inside a
lobed-sided cartouche. On each side of the cartouche are floral motifs executed by salient
engraving on the marble. This study deals with the publication and analysis of these two
inscriptions in terms of form, including the raw material used, the methods of the execution
of inscriptions, and the language of inscriptions. This is in addition to an analysis of the script
used in inscriptions, the two styles of drawing letters and words, the symbolism of the shape,
the features of the script, and the decorative elements in the both inscriptions. Another level
of analysis tackles the content of the inscriptions, in terms of the term of Majesty
and the names of Almighty Allah, as well as the extracts of Quranic verses, biographies,
titles, and poems praising the owner of the place, along with the use of puns and similes.
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