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Abstract:

Readings and amending of five Arabic inscriptions from Damascus, Aleppo, Homs and Hama,
are hereunder reviewed and amended, where some orientalists and Arab researchers had tried
and published them with errors and some lapses. These emendations are complementary to their
work, which made us understand them more clearly or differently. The study completed and
amended the reading of a decree at the wall of the city of Damascus dated between (851-857
A.H. /1447-1453). It abolished the forced sale of sugar and salt to the people of the locality of
Al-Farayen, in addition to another issue; that was not disclosed by the decree and is still
ambiguous. But we have suggested that it relates to a dispute among people about sharing the
water of the Barada River, depending on the news reported by historian Mohamed Ibn Tulun al-
Dimashgi. The study also amended the reading of an inscription at Bab al-Magam in Aleppo,
dated around (859-863 A.H.). Its subject is the warning of taking the taxes of the Dishar il
(sheep and livestock), thus making us understand the text more fully and accurately. The study
also emended reading an inscription in The Madrasa al-Sultaniyya in Aleppo, dated (874 A.H. /
1469). Its subject is a warning against changing the function of the mausoleum of al-Malik al-
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Zahir Ghazi, by forbidding the erection of tents cloth in front of it; in which goods are stored, or
using the mausoleum itself as a store. This helped us understand the text differently. The study
was also successful in completing a reading of a decree in the Hama Mosque issued to legalize
what the detainee pays to the jailer in Hama prison. It was issued by Emir Yashbak b. Haidar, the
procurator of Hama in (896 A.H. /1490 A.D.). Finally, the study emended the reading of an early
Ottoman inscription dated (926 A.H. / 1519) on the pulpit of al-Ntrt Mosque in Hims. Its subject
is the abolition of levies on the remains of those who die by drowning, fire, falling from a high
place, or being killed under the rubble. This inscription remained of distorted reading but we
succeeded in reading and amended it. Although the study's concern is to correct and amend the
reading of those inscriptions without taking care to study the Mamluk titles, -which will not add
much to what we know about the Mamlik era. However, it interpreted the texts and
approximated the historical circumstances that called for their inscription, with little attention to
the study of writing script, because the study of inscriptions from the perspective of Paleography
requires detail and a broader and more comprehensive investigation, and requires many pages
that this study cannot provide.

Keywords: Arabic inscriptions in Syria, Mamliik decrees, excises on sheep, the forced
sale of goods, levies on dead bodies.
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