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Abstract:

The hand in ancient Egyptian thought expressed several connotations and symbols, the
interpretations of these symbols were combined between the opposing; good and evil;
prevention and giving; fear and security; threats and reassurance; reverence and debasement;
welcoming and denying; war and peace, victory, and defeat; love and hate; worship and fun.
These various symbols were associated with the hand through various gestures and illustrated
in various types of archaeological evidence, whether through paintings, wall inscriptions,
statues and various sculpture works, or through the written terminology that expressed these
symbols or references in one way or another, and finally through archaeological evidence
found in some sites.

Every signal and gesture of the hand had its own connotation and interpretation, this
interpretation varied by attitude and people, Whether human or divine bodies, individuals or
kings, enemies, or allies.

The study attempts to track and interpret, as far as possible, the different types of symbols
associated with the hand, to interpret it as much as possible, to know its importance and its
civilizational role in the life of the ancient Egyptian, its ideological connotation; Political and
mundane by clarifying the connotation of symbols and meanings associated with the hand in
ancient Egypt.
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American Research Center in Egypt, 43, 2007, p. 222.
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