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Hathoric Crown and Beginning of its Appearance in Levant Cylinder Seal
Impressions till the End of the Middle Bronze Age
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Abstract
The Hathoric crown is among the important Egyptian headdresses that appeared on some
deities of the Levant in ancient times. These deities took different positions and roles, such as
a sitting or standing position while greeting and welcoming them, or a breastfeeding position
like a mother breastfeeding her newborn, and sometimes on winged deities. However,
wearing this crown by deities who took the position of smiting or a warrior in the Levant was
very rare. Many of the deities of the Levant acquired reciprocal functions and roles with their
counterparts in Egypt and other neighboring contemporary civilizations during the third
millennium BC. This similarity is based on rules represented in the common features or
characteristics between these deities. For example, the goddess “Ba‘alat-Jubal,” the Lady of
Byblos, was represented by some symbols (horns and a crowned cobra) related to the
Egyptian goddess “Hathor,” which led to their resemblance to each other for many centuries.
The research aims - based on the above - to attempt to determine the beginning of the
appearance of this Egyptian crown in the arts of the Levant, and then to attempt to trace its
appearance and development on cylinder seal impressions. Then, finally, an explanation of
the symbolism of the horns that appeared around this crown.
Keywords: Hathoric crown, deities, Hathor, cylinder seal impressions, Levant.
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pp. 129-52.
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29, 35-7, 41-2.
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Bronze, in «Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research» 176 (1964), pp. 38-46;
Id.,

Further Light on the History of the Middle Bronze Byblos, in «Bulletin of the American
Schools of Oriental Research» 179 (1965), pp. 38-43 (xiii dynasty); W. Helck, Die
Beziehungen Agyptens zu Vorderasien im 3. und 2. Jahrtausend v. Chr. (“Agyptologische
Abhandlungen”, 5), 2. Aufl., Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden 1971, pp. 22-23 (New Kingdom).

10y Goedicke, H., “A Cylinder Seal of a Ruler of Byblos of the Third Millennium”, in
«Mitteilungen des Deutschen Archéologischen Instituts Abteilung Kairo» 19 (1963), pp. 1-6;
Id., “The Cylinder Seal of a Ruler of Byblos Reconsidered”, in «Journal of the American
Research Center in Egypt» 5 (1966), pp. 19-21; Id., “Another remark about the Byblos
Cylinder Seal”, in «Syria» 53 (1976), pp. 191-192; 1d., “Another remark about the Byblos
Cylinder Seal”, in «Gottinger Miszellen» 29 (1978), pp. 23-24. An Old Kingdom date is
suggested also by O. Berlev, “The Title to a Kingdom”, in «Goéttinger Miszellen» 149 (1995),
pp. 33-40. G.T. Martin, A Much-Published, cit., pp. 181-182.

11y Kaplony, P., Die Rollsiegel des Alten Reichs (“Monumenta Aegyptiaca”, 2), 3 vols.,
Fondation égyptologique Reine Elisabeth, Bruxelles 1977-1981.

12y Goedicke, H., A Cylinder Seal ...., p. 6.

) Angelo Colonna, “Gods in translation. Dynamics of Transculturality between Egypt and
Byblos in the III Millennium BC.”, in: (ed.,), Studi E Materiali Di Storia Delle Religioni.
Fondata nel 1925 da Raffaele Pettazzoni 84/1 (2018) The gods of the others, the gods and the
others pubblicati dal Dipartimento di Storia, Culture, Religioni Sapienza - Universita di
Roma, 2018, PP. 69-70, figs. la, Ib.
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