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Abstract:

Writing is considered one of the most important civilizational achievements, that man
has achieved throughout his ancient history, and one of the manifestations of stability.
Writing was widespread among the common people of ancient Yemen. They wrote in the
first millennium BC in a regular Musnad script, on stones and metals, which are solid
materials, to immortalize these inscriptions. They also carved on palm branches and wooden
sticks a script known as the Zabur script- which was widespread among the common people
to write about daily life matters. These inscriptions were written with a high degree of clarity,
mastery and organization, and with sound linguistic characteristics, by skilled scribes, who
excelled in drawing their letters using the engraving method, or the method of raised letters.
Despite this, there are a few mistakes in inscriptions.

Therefore, this paper aims to shed light on some of the mistakes made by the writers
of ancient South Arabian inscriptions. The study showed the presence of some spelling
mistakes, changing the direction of letters, adding letters to words, or omitting letters from
them, or the difficulty of some of them in distinguishing between similar letters. In addition
to rare linguistic mistakes in the inscriptions.

Keywords: Spelling mistakes, grammar mistakes, reversed letters, mistakes correction, and
the scribe.
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