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Abstract:

The monastery of the Archangel Gabriel at Naglun, Fayoum was established around the sixth
century according to the archaeological examination. It flourished very much during the tenth
and eleventh centuries. At that time, the main church of the monastery was renovated, many
buildings were added to the monastic complex and many civilian activities were recorded.
The same period is remarkable in the history of Coptic language. The people of Fayoum were
writing in Sahidic dialect that was heavily influenced by Fayoumic. The production of Coptic
original documents of that period reflexes that last stage of Coptic language before it
disappears from the Egyptian milieu into churches and monasteries alone. The Coptic
document Nr. Nd. 11. 225, which | publish here for the first time, is a letter from Naglun.
Although it is a simple short letter but is still a witness to several cultural phenomenon.
Keywords:

Naglun — Archangel Gabriel Monastery — Sahidic Dialect — Fayoumic Dialect — The End of
Coptic as a Living Language — Coptic Letters — Coptic Documents.
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